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“In order that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale and before any large proportion early 
cases will come voluntarily for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the disease. Any 
scheme for the control leprosy will depend for its success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Leprosy, Cairo Egypt, March 1938. 


Facts That You Should Know About Hansen’s Disease 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater infants and 
young children, and decreases with age. also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. the United 
States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Texas and 
Florida. Outside these states, Hansen’s disease rarely 
communicated contacts that from the public health stand- 
point might considered practically non-communic- 
able disease. The Leprosarium Carville was founded fifty- 
four years ago. date not single member the medical 
nursing staff has contracted the disease. 


Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not com- 
parable with those they would take dealing with diphtheria, 
typhoid and other communicable diseases. 


Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
any special precautions. Children under are not admitted. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
for short periods. 


FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
disease. 

Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 


* * * * 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that determined, the 6,000 
year old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital. This done only gesture 
respect the unconvinced and not because there any scientific necessity for it. 


Prints pictures appearing THE STAR may purchased from Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 


This activity open all interested patients. THE STAR its entirety hand-set patients. 


Subscribers, kindly notify change address. STAR cannot forwarded. 
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PIONEER DAYS CARVILLE 


The late Colonel Dallas 
Smith, first head the Fed-- 


eral Bureau, now known 


the Veterans’ Administrat- 


ion, sent for early the 
year 1921. this time 
was the midst organiz- 
ing the auxiliary the Rol- 
lins Post the American 
Legion, named for two 
brothers,so the Colonel knew 
deep interest the 
ex-service needs. Col- 
onel Smith had been com- 
mander the Rainbow Div- 
very upset and worried over 
the appearance Hansen’s 
disease leprosy, was 
known those days, among 
the returning ex-service men. 
took into his confid- 
ence, placed his department 
squarely behind me, and ask- 
which had recently been tak- 
over from the State 
Louisiana, the Federal 


Dora 


Mrs, Williams (above) through the years has been 
very active American Legion Auxiliary circles. 
She was member the American Legion Memo- 
rial Committee for and aided raising 


for National for marble shaft now standing the 


Leprosarium, and find out 
what should done for the 
men. visit was arranged 
and Colonel Smith asked Mr. 
Alfred Daspit New Or- 
leans accompany me. 


that time the only road 
Carville was the old grav- 
road known the river 
road Baton Rouge. The 
trip usually took from five 
six hours. The appearance 
the entrance the res- 
ervation was much the same 
itis now. cleared 
our papers with the guard 


right the entrance City Park, New Orleans, 
Mrs. Wiliams organized the Crescent City Unit 
125 and was elected its first president, 
She served Department Hospital Chairman dur- 
ing the Administration Mrs. Stephen Smith. 
recognition Mrs. Williams’ work often was 
that she accept the nomination for De- 
partment President, but she declined, her entire 
interest always has been hospitals. Carville teal- 
ized the truth this. One oldtimer,a Word War 
Vet, who lived “House and who still 


with us, when asked Mrs. and 


remembered her said, her, why 

absolutely upon her. She was the only friend 

those early days.” 


poorly constructed, but clean 
room. This was used 
examining room for patients. 
There met with the five 
ex-service men who had 
been there only short time. 
told them why was there. 
convinced them sin- 
cere interest their welfare 
and assured them the 
cooperative attitude the 
Federal Bureau. realized 
had agreat task, win their 
trust and friendship well 
accomplish something 
bolster their morale. 


Then Dr. Denny asked 
meet with some the 
other patients. that time 
the only general meeting 
place was the dining room. 


room and was dreary, 
gloomy, rough appearing 
place. was furnished with 
long wooden tables and 
benches, nothing appealing 
about it. Idid not 
speech but humble 
manner asked could 
for them that would bring 
them some measure hap- 
piness. voice from the 
rear called out, “Put 
touch with 
world.” was huge order. 


Driving home late that 
evening wondered how 
could accomplish what 
heart wished for them. 
The next called upon 
Colonel Edmonds, 
time editor the Times- 
Picayune newspaper, and 
immediately 


the gate and then called upon Dr.O.E. Denny, then copies the Picayune sent Carville. 


charge. 


were cordially received 


wrote editors papers home towns pat- 
and taken and secured them their local news. Through 


“Ate 
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Miss Mary Smith, ardent church worker New 
Orleans and cousin the late President Woodrow 
check for two hundred dollars was sent 
from the Margaret Wilson Fund. Radio was 
just making its bow and purchased what prov- 
the first radio Carville. Now course 
there one almost every room, 

Between 1922 and Mrs. John Harvey 
Brown. now Memphis, Tenn., Mrs. Mercedes 
Ward and made monthly visits Carville. 
Around Christmas time met Dr. 
Johansen, who had just joined the resident med- 
ical staff. Through our years coming and going 
Dr. Johansen has been tower strength. 
little for many. had birthday cel- 
ebrations, shopped New Orleans for the pat- 
ients, planned parties, mended and darned for “our 
boys”. Brought about the adjustment compens- 
ations for the service men, who were increasing 
number every month. became more and more 
the outside world those men and women. Mr. 
James Casserly New Orleans, Past State Com- 
mander the American Legion and Grand Chef 
Gare the became interested and 
joined our trips. Christmas requests were 
carried out exactly the patients asked. Lists 
their likes and dislikes were kept mind. Santa 
Claus himself packed the gay boxes and shipped 
them with individual tags 
and seals each package. Because Mr. Cas- 
serly’s interest complete baseball club’s equip- 
ment was sent the ex-service men and for use 
other patients. 

After two years our visiting and proving the 
sincerity our interest the patients’ welfare, 
the hospital administration granted the use 
cottage the extreme rear the reservation 
living quarters for the then fourteen ex-service- 
men patients. This became known cottage 
No. 42, now famous landmark. was “pretty” 
from front door back. Happy and sad hours have 
been spent within its walls. Contributions carry 
the work were given various American 
Legion Auxiliaries and Protestant Church Aux- 
iliaries well personal friends. 


The 8th National Convention the American 


Legion was held Philadelphia 1926. had 


been invited the National Commander, John 
Quigg, attend the National Hospitalization 
meeting and address them 
activities Carville. The public did not hnow 
that leprosy had come out the World War. 
Watson Miller was the National Chairman 


Sept. 


the committee and became staunch supporter 
work and good friend Carville. Stemming 
from this meeting came interest and contributions 
from all the states; and constructive work was 
done. Little little the patients were beginning 
feel that the outside was becoming part 
their lives. 

this point must tell Peggy. Peggy was only 
four when she was brought Carville with her 
mother. She lived there, under observation, with 
the other patients, although was always doubtful 
that she had the disease. Being the youngest mem- 
ber the community, she was the darling all 
the patients. When she became years old every- 
one felt Peggy should have her chance the out- 
side world. Dr. Denny worked hard find foster 
parents for her. Miss Gessner, social worker 
New Orleans, the doctor and finally found 
fine settled couple, formerly missionaries, take 
Peggy. Peggy stayed with few days before 
leaving for her northern home where she found 
happiness and fitted herself for fine position. 
Today hear that Peggy happily married and has 
two healthy children her own. 

The cottages Carville were scattered about 
the reservation and were connected with each 
other covered board walks. There was pro- 
tection from the weather the sides these 
walks. The only means communication with 
the administration area other than walking was 
bicycles, which few the patients owned and 
which they carried messages back and forth. 
The grounds were low and during rainy spells 
were flooded. have pictures patients using 
skiffs for transportation. The cottages were poorly 
and cheaply constructed and the center the 
grounds stood small unsanitary and unsightly 
jail. 

The burial grounds the rear the reservation 
times flooded. Washington was persuaded 
permit families claim their loved ones for burial 
family plots bury their dead the 
National Cemetery Baton Rouge. felt that 
last our years work had succeeded cutting 
red tape and arousing real interest the part 
government officials beyond that given just any 
government hospital. Changes and improvements 
came gradually but they kept coming. 1940 
the government started rebuilding and moder- 
nizing Carville. 

The late Charles Deck was faithful friend 
Carville and frequent visitor there for many 

continued page 
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“OVER THE TOP” 


Past and Future 
BY CLAUDE A. BROWN 


National Field Representative, 
The American Legion 


Claude ~rown looking over the old and new 


Five years first visit Carville 
National Field Representative, The American Leg- 
ion, met Stanley Stein, Editor THE STAR. 
looked over the dimly printed mimeographed pub- 
lication, and commented: 

“Stanley, you should have this printed mag- 
azine form, with mailing privileges.” 

Stanley’s face lighted. 

“Mr. Brown, that’s the ambition life.” 

“Somehow, and sometime, Stanley, you'll get 
printing outfit,“ declared, regretting immediat- 
ely the prediction, realized how deeply Stanley 
would disappointed the press were not ob- 
tained. 

month later, discussed Carville with Sam Ru- 
Chef Gare, Forty and Eight Louisiana. 
length about Stanley, Ann Page and 
others who were making such heroic fight 
awaken public interest regarding the facts Han- 
sen’s disease. Sam asked many questions, and 
forgot about the conversation until Christmas 
time, when received wire from Sam, informing 
that the Forty and Eight Louisiana was 
presenting printing outfit for THE STAR 

Charles Deck, Department Service Officer, The 
American Legion, one the pioneer trail blazers 
for Carville, found job press, bought supply 
type and other printing necessities, and had 
the outfit installed. 


From then on, the Light Truth about Hans- 
sen’s Disease spread throughout the world. More 
than 4,000 paid subscribers were obtained, and 
the Legion, Auxiliary and Forty and Eight devel- 
oped increasing interest the leprosarium and 
its grateful, isolated patients whose courage and 

continued page 


OLMSTEAD CASE 
REBUTTALS 


The personal experience story, “Driven From 
Home” Reverend C.E. Olmstead, which ap- 
peared the August STAR, aroused storm 
controversy. was published than 
was picked the A.P. and flashed news- 
papers all over the country. 

Los Angeles, Dr. H.K. Sutherland, Assistant 
County Health Officer, was quoted the press 
saying that Dr. Olmstead’s physician did him 
favor urging him leave once for Carville. 
said Rev. criticism should dir- 
ected federal and state health regulations, not 
his department and branded “ridiculous” the 
charge that the clergyman had been threatened 
arrest. 

But, direct contradistinction the above 
the reported statement Dr. Ray Gilbert, head 
the Los Angeles County Health Department. Dr. 
Gilbert said was true his department would have 
been required law confine Olmstead the 
“leper cubicle” General Hospital await trans- 
fer Carville the Public Health Service. 
“But, seems Rev. Olmstead should thank 
for not so,” added. “His leaving 
his own for Carville, saved him perhaps 
months confinement General Hospital. The 
Public Health Service waits until has 
nough leprosy victims make special car. 
are dealing with antiquated laws. think they 
will amended. Rev. Olmstead simply started 
the wrong end his effort have the laws 
changed. Action change them will have 
made Congress.” 

connection with the Olmstead case, the A.P. 
carried follow-up statement the editor 
THE STAR, telling the experiences endured 
other leprosy patients now Carville, while 
they were “confined” Los Gen- 
eral Hospital, where Rev. Olmstead too was threat- 
ened with “confinement.” 

Dr. Phoebus Berman, Medical Director the 
Los Angeles County General Hospital denied 
these charges. declared, “We treat them (lep- 
rosy patients) like any other patients, except that 
are required state law place them under 
quarantine and not allow them come into con- 
tact with other persons.” 


Dr. Berman too “passed the buck” adding 
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From the Departments Preventive Medicine and Epidemiology, Harvard Medical School and 
Harvard School Public Health, Boston, Massachusetts 


(Reprinted permission the American Journal the Medical Sciences 
(Septemher 1947) extracted the authors, omitting tables and charts.) 


Most the communicable diseases now im- 
planted the American population were import- 
this continent part the general global 
spread infectious processes that gained promin- 
ence the 15th and 16th centuries, and still con- 
tinue. Leprosy North America very definitely 
imported disease. 

Unlike measles, smallpox, and many other 
imported diseases, leprosy has never become ge- 
nerally implanted the American population. 
The currently existing major foci infection in- 
clude the Southern States Louisiana, Texas and 
Florida; but even here the number cases has 
never been great. Minor foci have existed Cal- 
ifornia and South Carolina. Georgia, Alabama and 
Mississippi contribute occasional cases among na- 
tive born Americans and scattered representation 
comes from some half dozen other states. Min- 
nesota and neighboring states comprised focus 
leprosy for number years. 


Prolonged and intimate exposure 
ment for the transmisson leprosy has been 
widely used explain the striking tendency to- 
ward localized and familial occurrence, well 
known characteristic the disease. Whether the 
idea long exposure based actual evidence 
merely assumption evolved fit the observ- 
distribution into the contagionist point view, 
open question. The concept “prolonged 
and intimate exposure” and the variability the 
incubation period are both sufficiently broad 
permit explanation the distribution cases 
under almost any circumstances time and 
space; notably the restricted occurrence, and fail- 
ure follow usual laws contagion. the oth- 
the disease are inconsistent with such view. 

the first place. many studies “leprosy 
relatives” show concentration cases distant 
relatives ordinarily not living under conditions 
“prolonged and intimate exposure.” Perhaps the 
most striking example the long continued oc- 
currence the disease the two widely separat- 
foci the North American continent, the 


same racial stock and individuals known 
related. further significant that the disease did 
not exist either population until many years aft- 
they were separated 1755. 

communicable disease group such 
measles, German measles, diphtheria and scarlet 
fever, secondary attack rates families beyond 
childhood age are uniformly higher females. 
This seems clearly due the fact that the adult fe- 
male subject more “prolonged and intimate 
exposure” within the family than the adult male. 
Under similar conditions exposure and mea- 
sured terms person years, secondary familial 
attack rates leprosy preponderate males 
about The only explanation offered, even 
the contagionist school thought, different 
inherent susceptibility the two sexes. 

infrequency conjugal lep- 
rosy compared with its occurrence blood re- 
latives, within the household and more distant, 
one the strongest arguments against prolonged 
and intimate exposure essential factor 
transmission. The common explanation that the 
individuals concerned are past the susceptible age 
supposition not borne out the age distri- 
bution leprosy, nor data here presented 
respect persons first exposed adult life (Span- 
ish-American War veterans). 

Previous studies regional, racial, and familial 
selectivity the occurrence leprosy the North 
American continent are keeping with the view 
expressed Sir James Simpson 1842 and now 
generally accepted, that the major determinant 
neither hereditary transmission nor prolonged 
and intimate exposure, but probably ordinary ex- 
posure regions, racial stocks, and families 
with hereditary susceptibility the infection. 

1882 Hirsch wrote “the best ground which 
try this question obviously afforded the 
small closely circumscribed and therefore easily 
surveyed leprosy-spots, with fixed population 
subject changes where the state health the 
several families may learned with the least pos- 
sible trouble and followed with certainty through 
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long series generations.” 

The incidence the disease native-born 
mericans serving the Armed Forces, and ve- 
terans our wars, affords opportunity for ob- 
servations the incubation period the disease, 
prolonged intimate exposure requirement 
for production the disease, and inherited sus- 
ceptibility major determinant the tendency 
familial occurrence. The study particularly 
worthwhile that the respective theaters war 
presented variable opportunities for exposure 
leprosy, and because the varied regional, racial, 
and familial origin patients among the mem- 
bers the Armed Forces. The first requisite 
evaluating the relative significance host suscep- 
tibility and continued exposure note the re- 
lative frequency leprosy the several theaters 
war which our armies operated, and de- 
termine the origin place birth those who 
contract the disease during service thereafter. 
The time relationships place and length ser- 
vice are likewise necessary. 

The best historical accounts indicate that lep- 
rosy was first introduced the American conti- 
nent the middle the 18th century. White states 
that was present Louisiana 1758 and good 
evidence exists that Florida was involved about 
1775, both instances presumably through the 
slave trade and the West Indies. known infor- 
mation suggests the presence the disease the 
time the Revolutionary War the northern 
colonies other areas where that war was 
fought. Troops the American Forces may 
assumed not have been risk. any rate, 
study variety sources fails give record 
the occurrence leprosy among soldiers this 
war period veterans thereafter. 

The war 1812 did involve the element risk 
since leprosy known have existed for years 
New Orleans, the principal theater war. 
Again record military cases can found. 
Leprosy the general population was certainly 
not common and the number troops, judged 
standards subsequent wars, was not great. 
The medical records the Army that day were, 
however, not such that assurance can had 
the absence the disease. 

The complete lack reports leprosy con- 
nection with the Mexican War 1846 among 
veterans that war more difficult under- 
stand. The war lasted two years. The number 
men involved was appreciable and Mexico had 
long had leprosy considerable numbers. Hirsch 
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states that occurred “in general diffusion, mostly 
indeed among native Indians, both the coast 
and more elevated, not even the highest 
points.” cites medical reports its existence 
least Army records are available greater 
detail and number, and yet mention leprosy 
absent, both the period the war and the 
years that followed. The experience later 
merican Wars fought similar foci infection 
discounts the validity conclusions which might 
drawn from this negative evidence. Epidem- 
iological considerations would suggest that the 
disease may well have occurred veterans this 
campaign. Indeed many years passed after the 
Spanish-American War before the as- 
sociation temporary station foreign endem- 
focus and the later development the disease 
among veterans was established. 

The Civil War was fought domestic territory 
regions essentially free leprosy. The lack 
reported cases agreement with what must 
have been minimal risk. Reliable information 
the fields available for the last wars our 
history. 

TIME RELATIONSHIPS. From 1921 1940, 
Spanish-American War veterans were admitted 
the Marine Hospital Carville, La., suf- 
fering from leprosy. Thirty patients had military 
service outside the United States places known 
foci leprosy: Puerto Rico, Cuba, Hawaii, 
China —25 the Philippines. Two had not; one 
coming from Louisiana and the other from Texas, 
both states being recognized foci the disease. 
Five the group were born outside the United 
States. those born the United States, were 
from parts the country that are not foci the 
disease. 

During the same period,51 World War veter- 
ans were admitted the National Leprosarium. 
The records show service outside the 
United States and only had record service 
foreign countries which are foci the disease 
inthe Philippines. Eighteen were born outside 
the United States, the Southern tier states 
and none north this region. 

1946, cases leprosy have occurred 
veterans World Thirteen men were 
born foreign countries, and the United 
States, whom were from states known 
foci the disease. Only was born outside such 


areas. 


the veterans World War who have dev- 
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eloped leprosy, all were born foci the disease 
this country, and contrast with those the 
War either developed the dis- 
ease within relatively few years World War 
already had the infection entrance into mil- 
itary service. There therefore suggestion 
that their military service (in theaters war not 
foci leprosy) any way connected with the 
development the disease. 

The situation the present time respect 
veterans World War similar. Eleven cases 
have occurred, existed before entrance into 
military service, native-born persons. 

Spanish-American War veterans developed the 
disease ages ranging from years, while 
the age World War and World War vet- 
erans much younger, ranging from 
years. Veterans World War and World 
War thus far have developed the disease 
much younger ages, suggesting exposure cor- 
respondingly younger ages. 

The majority patients from Louisiana have 
been French. The name one World War vet- 
eran from Louisiana French, although listed 
American. This gives history 
uncle and cousins with leprosy. have 
addition record another case Louisiana 
the same name whose father and mother both 
bear the same surname (indicating inter-relation- 
ship). This surname the that cases 
which have occurred the New Brunswick focus 
leprosy. Incidentally other World War vet- 
erans, born the Philippines and the other 


Summary and Conclusions. This study the 
regional, racial, and familial relationships vet- 
erans American wars suggests that the im- 
mediate years come appreciable number 
cases leprosy may expected occur among 
the veterans World War who served 
theaters operations which are foci leprosy. 
further suggests that study these cases relat- 
ion other instances leprosy occurring the 
United States, will aid determining the relative 
value assigned “prolonged and intimate 
exposure” and familial susceptibility factors 
the epidemiology the disease. More speci- 
fically, there need for continued study the 
leprosy still develop among veterans World 
War II. Based experience, observations should 


continued until about 
The evidence hand would indicate that 
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large part the circumstances associated with the 
Spanish-American War will duplicated. The 
history exposure will tend definitive 
rather than prolonged and intimate. The roster 
patients will not limited residents re- 
cognized foci the South but will include na- 
tives other states. The racial and familial pat- 
tern will reflect the selectivity previously exhibited 
the occurrence the disease those areas. 


Note: Since 1940, and including Septem- 
ber 13, 1948, two Spanish-American War veterans 
have been admitted the Marine Hospital, 
Carville, La.. One came from non-endemic state, 
the other resided the Philippines for many 
years. Total admission Spanish-American War 
veterans 

Since 1940 toand including September 
1948, World War have been admitted 
the Marine Hospital, Carville, La. came 
from Louisiana and Texas. Three were foreign 
born, came from. non-endemic states but un- 
derstand they had lived outside continental United 
States. Total admissions World War veterans 66. 

Since 1946, and including September 13, 
1948, World War veterans have been admitted 
U.S. Marine Hospital, Carville, La. All came 
from endemic states and territories. Total Admis- 
sions World War veterans 46. 

number the veterans admitted U.S. Ma- 
rine Hospital, Carville, La. are deceased, others 
have been discharged from this hospital arrest- 
cases and some have left 
Sept. 15, 1948. the patient enrollment 403 in- 
cludes Spanish-American War veterans, 
World War veterans, World War veterans 
and peace-time veterans. 


Dr. W.L. Aycock, co-author “Leprosy 
Veterans Americans Wars.” has returned re- 
cently from six months trip Hawaii, where 
was able gather some very important data 
Hansen’s disease. Dr. Aycock thinks that some 
his data should checked against the data 
patients Carville. 

About ten years ago Dr. Aycock had planned 
some important epidemiological work 
the most endemic sections Louisiana, but 
that time could not get the cooperation the 
Carville authorities. only through intens- 
ive research, such Dr. Aycock proposes, that 
the solution the mode transmission Han- 
disease will discovered, hoped that 
such study can arranged. 
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DREAM REALIZED 


New Printing Equipment for STAR 


open Volume wish reminisce and 
express gratitude for our continued forward march 
the educational campaign have undertaken. 
Such progress would have been impossible with- 
out staunch friends and supporters. 

James Casserley and Fred Simonson New 
Orleans went the 24th Promenade Nationale 
the Forty and Eight convening Omaha, Nebras- 
September 1943 and submitted several resol- 
utions concerning this One recommen- 
dation was that each Grand Voiture and Voiture 


Locale send three subscriptions THE STAR and 


another was that each Grand Voiture appoint 
Carville Chairman carry out the 
dation. The Voiture Activities Committee the 
Forty and Eight approved these recommendations 
and thus came about that became 
Voiture Nationale project 1943. 


January Crand Chef Care Sam Rubin 
hospital the Chandler and Price platen 
job press and other cquipment that the Grand 
Voiture had purchased for our use. The late Dr. 
Guy Faget, then Medical Charge, 
pictured above with Voyageurs 
Mitchell, Pender, B.L. Spann, L.L. McCormick, 
G.B. Wilkes and Claude Brown, who had come 
for the presentation. Switching from mimeo- 
graph print accomplished few easy 
lessons. Looking back those first printed issues 
vividly illustrates how much had learn. 

One the things learned was that setting type 
one small room and carrying the 
another small room made ready for the press 
was not the most efficient method. Assembly ‘of 
each issue was accomplished veranda. 


8’s Gift 


When received the wonderful news that 
the omenade Nationale New York August 
1947 recommendation had been ado ted that 


each Grand Voiture and Voitu Locale req 
new press, folding machine and 
for. THE STAR decided urgently 
large pressroom more office space. 

the cooperation Dr. F.A. 
were assigned large, well lighted press room and 
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additional office space. Above Watson 
then Administrator the Federal Security Agen: 
and other prominent visitors inspecting the press 
room 1947. 


Chef Chemin Fer Guy Land 
Clarksdale, Mississippi visited last November 24. 
this picture see (from left right) Frank 
Nesom, G.B. Kleinpeter, B.L. Spann, Edgar Wright, 
Centreville, Miss. and Howell May one THE 
STAR offices. happened that vi- 
sit coincided with the assembly 
our and got good idea what 
meant when said that was almost impos- 
sibility further expand until automatic press 
was secured. the sort “guy” who makes 
definite promises but strives for action. 


Early March were notified B.L. Spann 
Baton Rouge, National Chairman the Car- 
ville Press Fund, that the Finance Committee 
the Forty and Eight, composed Carl Nielsen, 
Spence Eccles and Fred Fraser, confer- 
ence with Charles Ardery, Correspondant Nat- 
ionale and the suggestion Chef Chemin 


Fer Guy Land ha! decidedto the pur- 
chase this needed equipment using the ge- 


funds until such time the contributions 


from the individual Voitures Locale were forth- 
coming. The equipment was ordered almost im- 
mediately and was installed time for be- 
gin using June. 


The Miehle Vertica! automatic press was uncrat- 
the veranda and took several hours get 


into the press room because its weight and 
bulk. 


and instructions were given 
Gaspard representing the E.C. Palmer Co. New 
Orleans. Mike Nicolosi, head electrician the 
station, seen the background with Mr. Gas- 
pard. the foreground are Alvarado, Roland 
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Roberts, Ethel White and Nick Farrel THE 
staff watching the press action. 

Now September, almost time for another 
Promenade Nationale. all Voyageurs this 
expression unbounded gratitude for your ge- 
nerosity and help. When THE STAR was first 
adopted Societe years ago Charlie Mitchell 
Monroe, La. said, “Our interest not whim 
passing fancy, something that will started 
one month and forgotten the next, but something 
expect carry through.” How true that state- 
ment was and our part trust will contin- 
merit your support. When S.M. Ferree was 
Chef Chemin Fer wrote the FORTY 
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AND EIGHTER, “With thousands Forty and 
Eighters banded together this cause, sentiment 
will created gave dignity rather than disgrace 
this extremely rare and feebly communicable 
disease.” Your continued support through the 
years, your gift this equipment make further 
expansion possible will certainly help get our 
message before the public. 

The accompanying report contributions from 
Voitures and Voyageurs was furnished C.W. 
Ardery for use this issue. plan 
copy this issue THE STAR each Grand 
Correspondant Voiture contributing the 
press fund well sending other copies Pro- 


menade Nationale. 


ALABAMA DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
$10.00 Grande Voiture 174 10.00 
426.... on 10.00 
1012. 10.00 
10.00 FLORIDA 
50.00 
Voiture 199........ 


ARIZONA 
Voiture 35... 10.00 
10.00 
10.00 
10.00 
ARKANSAS GEORGIA 
314.. Voiture 


Voiture 


HAWAII 


Grande Voiture 10.00 
IDAHO 


Grande 
Voiture 


Voiture 


Voiture 


10.00 

10.00 
DELAWARE 

10.00 


INDIANA MARYLAND 


Grande Voiture 


Voiture 113.. 
Voiture 164.. 


MASSACHUSETTS 


25.00 
Voiture 


Grande Voi 
Voiture 65 
69... 


MEXICO 


Grande Voiture 10.00 


MICHIGAN 


Voiture 102.... 
396 


Grande 
Voiture 


MINNESOTA 


Voiture 


MISSISSIPPI 
Grande Voiture 10.00 
LOUISIANA Voiture 191 
10.00 
201. 10.00 
274..... 10.00 
309..... 10.00 
313..... - 10.00 
10.00 
430..... - 10.00 
902..... 50.00 
1038..... - 10.00 
MAINE MISSOURI 
Voiture 354 Voiture 10.00 
4 
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REPORT THE FORTY AND EIGHT 


has been privilege handle Forty and 
relative subscriptions and 
contributions our funds, since THE STAR was 
adopted the National Forty and Eight 1944. 
During that same period I've drawn the an- 
nual reports prior the Promenade Nationale. 
This has given close contact with many you 
via the mail and want you know it. 
always urge you include visit Carville 
when you tour the South. this way can 
meet you personally and you can see the hospital 
first hand. there are any false notions the 
dark recesses your cranium about our appear- 
ance, this visit will erase them permanently. 


Since August and through August 
have kept careful check Forty and 
Eight correspondence. There has been such 
volume this year that file has burst its 
seams (the vast amount good resulting from 
that correspondence worth the price 
new file hope you make purchase 
several hold all your letters during the coming 
year). 


time has marched along and THE STAR’s 
circulation has grown, have taken unto our- 
selves many duties other than dissemination 
educational publicity this long misunderstood 
illness. serve liaison carrying out your re- 
quests the field social service. keep the 
wheels turning with your gifts our equipment 
fund. The cash you send for subscriptions 
libraries, nursing schools, etc. our own 
choosing, helps respond the many requests, 
“We purchase subscription but like 
have THE STAR”. have mailing permit 
and subscriptions must paid for from some 
source they are mailed that permit. 


Last April Voiture 209, Dorado, Arkansas 
contributed $10 our social service fund and 
Oakland Co. Voiture Detroit sent like amount. 
The Grand Voiture New York again sent 
the fines from their Petite Promenade amounting 

$39.50 add our equipment fund. 


James Murnane Chicago, Ill. became in- 
terested our work through our good friend 
Edith Holmes the Illinois Bell Telephone Co. 
who lives the same apartment building. This 
broke the ice for Chicago Voiture circles. 
Lots subscriptions have heen sent well 


James 


$25 each from Post 473 and Voiture 1234 for social 
service work. have, also, had gift 
Chicago use the educational fund. Bigger 
things are brewing for the coming year and 
looks like Chicago will keep itself high our 
subscription list the year ahead. 

Another new friend have made this year 
Voyageur F.J. Teehan Manchester, New Hamp- 
shire. the National Commander the Amer- 
ican Legion, James O’Neil hails from Man- 
chester, assumed that was the reason for Mr. 
interest. reply Mr. Teehan said: “My 
interest was aroused because feel the patients 
Carville —or similar hospitals— are forgotten 
people. surprising how few people realize what 
you are trying accomplish. small way 
can brighten the way lighten the load will 
consider efforts well compensated. God give 
strength carry on, for very sick man.” 
only you could realize, Mr. Teehan, how very 
much brighter you made the road this year be- 
cause that letter. When his winnings the 
Golden (similar door prize Voiture 
meeting) were sent last February, paved the 
way for other Voyageurs follow suit. All told, 
received $35.23 for work from 


Hampshire, plus subscriptions. 
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George Taylor, Grand Artiste 
Georgia did this fine 


ing THE STAR coin box devised WALL 


personal expense each Voiture the GEORGIA 


presented one these coin boxes 


state raise funds for social service, 


quipment, etc. ATLANTA 


Georgia, under the chairmanship 
G.A. Starling Savannah, sponsored 
Bingo games and along with other drives 
raised the tremendous sum $1,082.27 
for equipment for THE STAR this year. 
During the same period they sent $231.51 
for social service and $47 .80 for our mend- 


ing project for the handicapped women 
patients. 


Paul Owen, another loyal worker, 
Atlanta, pledged suitable cup awaru 
presented the Voiture Georgia 
accomplishing the most during the past 
year for THE STAR. The race was close. 
Savannah Voiture came out top 
margin and received the cup. 
Another cup promised 
for the coming year the same basis 
the one this past year. 


INSTRUMENTAL HELPING THEIR CARVILLE BUDDIES 


Ceorge Taylor got busy another cartoon 
when George Starling found necessary, due 
ill health, turn over his Carville chairmanship 
Wallace Blackley for the coming year. These 
“Two Aces” deserve much credit not only for the 
financial help they have given our work, but for 
the constructive manner which they 


every opportunity enlighten Voyageurs and 
others about Carville and Hansen’s disease. Our 
hats are off you! 


Pictured above THE STAR booth that Car- 
ville Chairman Jim Sheppard Edgefield, South 
Carolina designed for their Spring Rally. Color 
needed justice this display; the back- 


‘nee ay, A 


ground rich shade blue with silver stars and 
the large star gold and illuminated. Jim Shep- 
pard the salesman selling subscriptions Voya- 
geurs A.B. Fennell, Frank Tyres and George Levy. 
The Grand Voiture contributed $50 our equip- 
ment fund this year and $26.15 social service, 
well securing large number subscriptions. 
Thos. Williams, Grand Correspondant, has for- 
warded all this THE STAR but must ca- 
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mera shy for our disappointment isn’t the 
picture. 

There has been race between the states 
South Carolina and Georgia for subscriptions and 
the tally the end this report will show you 
just how they came out. 

And now let’s get that tally subscriptions 
states. have erred and failed give you de- 
serving credit just drop line telling 


and best make amends. 


SUMMARY SUBSCRIPTIONS STATES* 


AUGUST 1947 THROUGH AUGUST 31, 1948 


FLORIDA...79 


SOUTH GAROLINA...276 
NEW 
TEXAS...66 


MICHIGAN...167 
LOUISIANA...57 


INDIANA...6 

*States not listed not have subscriptions from Voyageurs far know. 


EFFICIENCY 


Ann Page her desk, working reports 


Not long ago, well intentioned lady, rather 
the dowager side, wrote Ann Page, our Man- 
aging Editor, asking, “What can for you dear, 
dear, people down Carville help you pass the 
time?” which query the very practical and 
forthright Ann replied, “Send more time”. And 
Ann was not kidding, least she was “kidding 
the level,“ for far she herself concerned 
time what she has the least and surely she 
wastes not one precious minute it. 

Eight every day except Sunday (when 
she goes church) finds Ann her desk. Before 
taking her daily managing editor duties, Ann 
has cooked breakfast for husband Hank, ward 
“Nancy” and put Chateau Simon 


perfect order, and last but not least, left saucer 
milk for Tim, the Simon cat. 

8ers all over the country know Ann Page 
name, this special edition want them 
know something about the efficient young 
woman who handles THE correspond- 
ence with Voyageurs, acknowledging their subs- 
criptions and donations and attending every 
detail. Her report this edition bears witness 
that Ann has all such matters the tips her 
busy fingers and clearly outlined her alert mind. 
She supervises most our routine correspond- 
ence. She and out all five offices compos- 
ing THE STAR plant, and you don’t see her, 
you hear her. When arrive the scene around 
o’clock the morning, she greets with 
cheery “good morning Boss.” get bang out 
the “Boss” for well every one else, know 
who really the Boss. 


Getting back Ann’s day, any old day the 
week, this hospital and Ann here for treat- 
ment, some time during her busy morning, she 
slips away from her desk long enough the 
infirmary get her Promin shot. About 
she off the Post Office collect THE STAR 
mail, usually heavy. Almost the entire rest her 
morning goes into reading, sorting and transfer- 
ring various departments. 


recent months our foreign mail has in- 
creased volume that requires special atten- 
tion. For several years Ann has been writing en- 
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couraging personal letters patients leprosaria 
other countries, but lately she has found nec- 
essary compose group letter which 
many far away spots the globe. 

noon she bicycles home prepare lunch 
for her family and then back the “coal mine” 
where she works until 2:30-3 whatever 
time takes get the job done. part-time 
patient government employee, Ann required 
work hour week, (95 per cent full time 
hour week) but she, and all other patients 
the government pay roll are rated per cent ef- 
ficient. Ann always has been sold rehabilitat- 
ion and educational measures for the patients. 
her own time, she has voluntarily done great 
deal toward this end. She expert typist 
and number the patients now here, have learn- 
touch typing under her instruction. Currently, 
after her lunch interlude, she hurries back each 
day THE STAR office teach shorthand 
class. 


When she finally gets back home from the of- 
fice she may whip cake. Ann wonderful 
cook and her dinners always are tops. know this 
from experience and the many other guests 
who have been generously entertained the 
hospitable Simons. Extra guests may and often 
drop unexpectedly, but the undaunted Ann 
welcomes them graciously and feeds them with 
fuss all. the evenings, since Chateau Simon 
one the most attractive the patients’ cot- 
tages the grounds, friends usually drop in, but 
time wasted even then. While visiting with 
callers, Ann usually has darning sewing 
hand, for expert seamstress and makes 
her own clothes and dresses for “Nancy.” Also 
season she keeps her pressure cooker busy can- 
ning figs, peaches, and other vegetables. 


you will have gathered, Ann definitely 
executive type. However this business being 
“Career gets hot water times. 
Some visitors have made the mistake, when introd- 
uced Ann’s husband. saving “How you 
Mr. Page?” natural enough mistake, since 
she well and widely known Ann Page. 
Ann does not like such mistakes. She and Hank 
are thoroughly devoted pair and home, away 
from all STAR business Hank Boss. 
Incidentally always welcome Chateau Simon 
except when Icome talk STAR business. Hank 
has put down his No. that! 


When Dr. Johansen introduced the Simons 


recent “We The People” broadcast, said, 
“Now want you meet Hank and Ann Page”. 
all caught and laughed, and was wire 
recording, this introduction was corrected. 

Hank and Ann are one couples who met 
and married while patients here. December 
24th they will celebrate wedding anniver- 
sary. About two years ago they accepted the care 
10-year-old “Nancy” and that itself, from all 
reports, would full time job for anyone, but 
Ann manages that one too. How she does all, 
simply can not understand. 

September 1°41, when THE STAR was born, 
had meeting “Wits End” the group 
which was interested getting the paper started. 
that time Ann was teaching school here and 
acting the patients’ librarian. the meeting 
finally talked her into giving some her time 
the proposed paper. told her “all have 
write little social column once month”. 
That “Social Column” grew and grew until be- 
came necessary for Ann resign her posi- 
tion. Occasionally Ann reminds “that little 
Social 

Without her, want all sincerety and 
just could not have accomplished the 
present growth THE STAR. long 
have Ann Page’s help, will not hesitate 
map out bigger and better plans for THE 


INSTALLATION 

Pender (left), Grand Chef Train, Voiture 
Louisiana installed the new officers our 
Voiture Locale 902 Sunday afternoon, August 29, 
special meeting held the Club Lounge. Other Baton 
Rouge voyageurs hand for the were 
trio our reliables’’ (pictured above) B.L. Spann, 
Norman Dupuy and Frank Nesom. 


\ 
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AMERICAN LEGION 


Under the leadership Aline Stribbling, the lo- 
cal Marine Hospital Auxiliary Unit 188 sponsored 
unique and interesting program Day, Au- 
gust 14. Following picnic supper under the Oaks, 
the ceremonies, opened Dr. F.A Johanscne 
were held front the grand stand. Mrs. 
Cormick introduced Mrs. Jack Gardner Shreve- 


Mrs. Jack Gardner the patients 


port, Department President, who was the principal 
speaker. Visitors and patients alike were 
with the program “Flag Etiquette” presented 
our Boy Scout Troop softball game between 
our American Legion boys and “The River Gang” 
concluded the day’s events. Among the many vis- 


itors were members Sunshine Unit, Carville 
and St. Gabriel Unit 277. 


When Claude Brown (left) Little Ar- 
kansas, National Field Secretary and Arthur 


Linberg St. Louis, Mo., Department Service Of- 
ficer Jefferson Barracks, spent the weekend 
August this hospital, their visit was busy 
one. They are shown above with Mike Padilla, 
Adjutant Marine Hospital Post 188 (right) prior 
their meeting the Club Lounge with local Le- 
gionnaires. 

Although Art Linberg has been interested Han- 
sen’s disease for long time this was his first op- 
portunity come Carville. Art’s visit has in- 
creased his interest. Since his return St. Louis 
has made talks Carville before various 
groups. His campaign for subscriptions THE 
STAR bringing encouraging results. Through 
his efforts, the 11th and 12th District Auxiliary 
Units Missouri are sending chromium wheel 
chair for use one our disabled vets. will 
the first its kind here. 


Pictured from left right: Mrs. 
Shreveport; Mrs. Williams, Yazoo City, Miss.; 
Mrs. Clinton Hagans, New Orleans and. Mrs. 
Flood Madison, Jr. Monroe, La. 


Three Past Louisiana Department Presidents, and 
the the National Rehabilitation 
Committee the Auxiliary dropped for few 
hours visit August with the local Legion- 
naires and Auxiliary. They took time out from 
their many activities Girls’ State Baton Rouge 
motor Carville. 

Thanks the generous friends 
our social service fund, THE STAR was able 
pay the annual insurance premium the patients’ 
station wagon operated the Legion Mobile 
‘Club. 
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M.O.C. AWAY 

Dr. F.A. Johansen, Medical Officer Charge 
this hospital, Chicago attending the 
Chicago Institute Hospital Administrators, 
being held the University Chicago from 
September 17. 

While away Dr. Johansen will present the 
annual meeting the American Hospital Asso- 
ciation Atlantic City, from September through 
the 22nd., and the Conference Medical Of- 
ficers Charge Marine Hospitals, Wash- 
ington, 


NEW-COMERS HOSPITAL STAFF 


Mr. Thomas Rickman Chicago report- 
for duty this hospital September 
assume the position Director Community 
Activities. Mr.Rickman came toCarville from theU- 
niversity Minnesota, St. Paul, where was 
Professor Recreation. Mr. and Mrs. Rickman 
and their son are making their home the station. 

Also reporting for duty here Sept. was 
Miss Eva Laughlin R.N. Wash. Miss 
Laughlin, Physical Therapist, will serve that 
department this hospital. 

Two U.S. Public Health Service nurses recently 
arrived here for six months special training 
Hansen’s disease. They are Miss Alice Allbrittain, 
R.N. and Miss Katherine R.N., both 
Boston, Mass. 


The attractive boxes Air Mail stationery 
distributed the entire patient body Marine 
Hospital Post American Legion, September 
23, were the gift Famous Barr Post, American 
Legion, St. Louis, through the personal interest 
Arthur Linberg. Our local all-patient Boy 
Scout troop looking forward party arran- 
ged for them through the generosity Mr. Linberg. 

The student nurses the Utica Central School 
Nursing, Utica, New York, are supporting the 
educational program THE STAR, both finan- 
cially and disseminating facts Hansen’s dis- 
ease. The students’ interest was stimulated Miss 
Dora McEwen, Director. 


NOTICE 
When sending checks money orders for subscrip- 
tions kindly make them payable THE STAR avoid 
difficulty cashing them. 


MAGAZINE AND RADIO PUBLICITY 


its August issue, readers 
were given aclose view some the problems 
faced discharged Carville patient. The article 
Was Leper” was written Harold Clem- 
enko. The facts upon which was based were told 
the writer ex-patient, and material collected 
Mr. Clemenko this hospital. 

The most objectionable feature the story was 
it’s lurid title, used course sensational eye- 
catcher. these days the word “leper” out- 
law, banned the American Medical Association 
and the 5th International Congress Leprosy. 

But the whole, feel that the story has been 
helpful and have received some letters telling 
the interest aroused. 

The radio program “Lets Take Look” broadcast 
Cincinnati, Ohio, dramatizing stories 
from Look magazine, selected Was Leper” for 
its August program. did not hear the broad- 
cast, but was called our attention one 
our Ohio readers. The radio version was pure mel- 
odrama, and bore little resemblance the 
original article. was like giving the public dose 
strong poison and then administering very 
weak antidote. other words, the first 3/4 the 
radio script contained one horror after another. 
The last quarter tried counteract this stating 
few facts. feel that unfortunately such pub- 
licity does more harm than good. 


Early August Bill Monroe who presents the 
radio program “New Orleans and The World” 
sponsored the Louisiana Coco Cola Bottling 
Co., over Station WNOE. New Orleans, came 
and turned THE Editorial Office into ra- 
dio studio for one morning. recorded interviews 
with Dr. Johansen, Joey Guerrero and Stanley 
Stein and second transcription, interviewed 
Major and Mrs. Hornbostel. The interviews were 
broadcast successive evenings over WNOE. 

These intelligently handled interviews were ex- 
cellent publicity. The only complaint we’ve heard 
about them came from New Orleans doctor who 
objected Mrs. criticism the 
Louisiana State Medical 


subscription for The Literary Guildhas been 
entered for the library Mrs. Florence 
Green, Kalamazoo, Michigan, National Hospital 
Chairman the Disabled American Veterans 
Auxiliary. 


| 
‘ 
| 


THE STAR 


760—-R. E. Truma 
848.... 


MONTANA Voiture 
5 


Voiture 262 
718 


908... 
NORTH DAKOTA 


NEBRASKA 


Grande Voiture .... 
Grande Voiture Voiture 


Voiture 103.... 


Grande 

Voiture 
Voiture 258... 
306... 
837... 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Grande Voiture 
Voiture 548....... 
559....... 


Grande 
Voiture 


OKLAHOMA 
Voiture £ 
6 


10.00 
Voiture 152.... 


616. 
Grande 
Voiture 1138 


Voiture 25 10.00 
25—Milton Hyatt... 8.00 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Voiture 


Voiture 2 


Voiture 


BBA 1 
WASHINGTON 


Voiture 75—C. W. Ardery .......... 10.60 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Grande Voiture 
Voiture 435.... 
576.... 


10.00 Grande Voiture 


SOUTH DAKOTA 


Grande Voiture 
Voiture 129 


Voiture 


Grande 


WYOMING 
Voiture 
10.00 
Total to date... $5,106.63 
1,995.83 
Cost of Equipment............ $7,102.46 


CARVILLE VOTERS SCOOP RETURNS 


The Carville patients did again. Louisiana’s 
youngest voters, comprising one Iberville par- 
ish’s precincts. were the first report unoffi- 
cial returns the Democratic primary election 
held August 31. the Senate short term race 
patient voters gave Robert Kennon votes and 
Russell Long. For Congressman 6th District, 
James Morrison attested his local popularity 
getting votes. His opponents H.S. Richard- 
son and John Nelson drew and votes re- 
spectively. 


* * 


The Fort Worth Texas Star Telegram has pro- 


ved itself the van progressive newspa- 
pers editorial Justified Action” published 
recently. The editorial gave warm praise Attor- 
ney General Tom Clark for waiving the immigra- 
tion laws permit the entrance “Joey” this 
hospital. 

The editorial’s concluding paragraph contains 
valuable truth, “Mrs. Guerrero will doing the 
mankind another service her case 
helps dispel some popular misconceptions about 
leprosy that have hampered proper treatment 
the disease and have caused those afflicted with 


Sept. 
| | TENNESSEE WISCONSIN 
OREGON 
| 


1948 THE STAR 


THE EDUCATIONAL FRONT 


has long been recognized that “It pays Ad- 
vertise.” are convinced that also pays pro- 
test. Guided our favorite axiom, “to permit 
THE STAR attacks any and all false statements 
bout leprosy appearing the press magazines 
whenever they are brought our attention, and 
with uncanny inevitability hear about such 
statements. Sometimes our letters protest are ig- 
nored, sometimes get polite brush-off, but 
most cases the offending parties, after learning the 
truth, are willing correct the error which they 
unwittingly expressed. 

Some religious magazines are prone drag 
the odious connotations the words “leper” and 
“leprosy” whenever they are crusading against im- 
morality. America, Catholic Review the Week, 
several weeks ago censured “the scandal-monger- 
ing press for adding its leprous bit further 
cankering the unhealthy concept marriage 
glamorizing the fetid Lana Turner-Bob Top- 
ping nuptials” response our protest, John 
Farge, editor “America”, wrote his mag- 
azine (July 24, 1948) “our metaphor was not in- 
tended suggest that moral delinquency con- 
nected with leprosy, nor were aware that 
might adding the distress the victims 
what preferably called “Hansen’s disease.” Mr. 
Farge made further honorable amend pub- 
lishing some the facts about Hansen’s Disease.” 

Reverend Daniel Lord, was not 
cooperative. Father Lord his column “Along 
the Way” appearing THE PILOT, criticized the 
book “Forever Amber” saying: “but you could 
more clean Amber, even with succession 
baths, than you could clean upa leper 
shower.” objected this obnoxious refer- 
ence. The erudite Father Lord did not bother 
reply. 

The Miami Herald published 
article “Florida Leprosy Cases Rare.” far 
concerned the situation Florida, the article was 
course factual, but giving general information 
there were several glaring inaccuracies. The Her- 


ald later issue published letter from the 


editor THE STAR correcting these inaccuracies. 

Joey’s entrance, special permission, into 
Carville, was “casus belli” between two Wash- 
ington characters who hid behind the initials 
and C.N.,and Robert Ziegler, Joey’s patron, 
and the editor the Carville STAR. 


The ammunition was letters, pro and con, ap- 
pearing “Letters The Star” column the 
Washington Star. C.’s chief worry 
seemed that Joey might have passed her 
disease anyone with whom she came into con- 
tact, route Carville. C.’s letter show- 
than facts. 

The Washington Star published Mr. Ziegler’s 
letter rebuttal and also letter from the editor 
the Carville STAR, which Mr. Ziegler wrote, 
have been needing just such support you 
have given.......” Mr. Ziegler followed his 
first letter the Washington Star with another 
which gave irrefutable statistics regarding the 
remote communicability Hansen’s disease. 

Then one C.N. broke into print the Wash- 
ington Star, and because the human interest 
involved, quote C.N.’s letter. “The Guerrero 
case prompts this letter. During the winter 
1918-19 there was leper Walter Reed Hospital, 
United States soldier, who had contracted the 
disease the Philippines. 


The nurse, personal friend mine, who at- 
tended him, was required put ona robe, rubber 
gloves and mask when entering his room. Every- 
thing that came out the room was sterilized. 

What does Mr. Ziegler mean when states that 
leprosy “remotely 

happened were familiar with this case, 
off went another letter the Washington Star. 
What C.N. did not know was that the patient refer- 
red went A.W.O.L. from Carville, then “The 
Louisiana Leper joined the Army and 
fought overseas. Ironically, was hospitalized 
Walter Reed when returned from overseas, 
with smallpox. died there, not from leprosy 
but from smallpox. 

Our second letter was not printed because, ac- 
cording James Waldo Fawcett The Star, “We 
had had many letters, pro and con, 
that must call halt the discussion.” The 
Washington Star’s attitude the whole subject 
was constructive and helpful. 


The Walter Reed case exceptional interest, 
especially this edition. was first brought 
our attention many years ago Sister Cather- 
ine Sullivan. hearing that this case had been 
resurrected, Sister Catherine, now Marillac Se- 
minary, Normandy, Mo., wrote: “You certainly 

Continued page 
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OLMSTEAD 


continued from page 


“They are really patients the U.S. Government 
and merely quarantine them until the govern- 
ment takes over. But while they are General 
Hospital they receive the best care.” “Best 
care?” Our readers will remember “The Pancho 
Case” Star May ‘48. Pancho was confined Los 
Angeles County General. THE STAR also has 
statements from other patients who were “confin- 
ed” there. One such patient, who went into Los 
Angeles County General with sprained ankle, 
claims got bandaging other medical at- 
tention for 24% months. for leprosy patients 
“being treated like other patients”, note from 
the Los Angeles papers that cases are pending ‘in 
Los Angeles courts, where suit has been instituted 
against Los Angeles County General, patients 
with other diseases than leprosy. Their claim 
mistreatment. 

Rev. Olmstead was indeed fortunate, thanks 
the advice his personal physician escape be- 
ing “confined the leper cubicle”. All evidence 
has long indicated for drastic changes 
both federal and state health laws, pertaining 
leprosy, and may that, from what have 
heard, Los Angeles County General Hospital needs 
thorough house-cleaning. 

However Los Angeles General means 
the only hospital California with almost un- 
believable record inhumanity toward leprosy 
patients. With few exceptions, Vet- 
erans Administration hospitals also. 

Not long ago, Governor Earl War- 
ren said: “Our Director acute communicable 
diseases maintains close liaison with the 
Marine Hospital, Carville, recognized auth- 
ority this field, and result this arrange- 
ment, new information concerning the dis- 
ease becomes available, the health officers the 
state are immediately apprised this pertinent 
material.” 

This being the case, why have here Car- 
ville, patients from California, all whom have 
been kept various hospitals that state, some 
for and months time, without receiv- 
ing any treatment whatsoever for 

Note well, that modern treatment leprosy 
with the sulfones can administered any 
physician any hospital. Another fact great 
importance that such proper early treatment 
may mean difference years arresting the 


Sept. 


disease, and possible prevention total blindness 
and disfigurement. 

California health authorities shift their resp- 
onsibilities the Public Health Service, and 
that service permits leprosy patients kept 
“durance vile” awaiting the coming the ob- 
noxious so-called “leper the hands 
the Public Health Service seem tied, some 
extent, economic considerations and even 
more antiquated common carrier regulations, 
may suggest that the future all California 
leprosy patients, awaiting transfer Carville, 
hospitalized temporarily the Marine Hos- 
pital San Francisco. This should not conflict 
with any California state law, admittedly 
rosy patients are federal charges. 

Public Health Service, leprosy patients should, 
and believe would, receive humane treatment 
and sulfone therapy without delay. 


fact, one California’s leading medical men, 
Dr. Wilton Halverson, Director Public Health, 
San Francisco, recently said: “In the interest 
governmental efficiency believe that the present 
Marine Hospitals could well adapted for 
treatment disease, rather than build- 
ing new structures. Dr. Halverson course was 
talking about the new plan decentralizing lep- 
rosy treatment, permitting patients treated 
nearer their homes, but until this done, be- 
lieve the situation California leprosy patients 
would considerably improved the 
Public Health Service assumed its responsibilities 
immediately upon learning each case. 
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were absolutely right regard the patient who 
was hospitalized the Walter Reed Hospital 
Washington 1918-1°. more might 
made the fact that, although this patient had 
been Carville for number years, when, 
1916, the outbreak the World got 
patriotic and decided enlist the Army, had 
difficulty passing all the medical 
quired. was only after strenuous and active ser- 
vice France that symptoms disease 
reappeared, and was the patient himself who 
had tell the doctors the nature his illness. 
was returned Walter Reed Hospital 
nically enough—it that modern hospital 
that developed “black smallpox”, which 
died. The precautions used, were against that dis- 
ease, and not because disease.” 


(continued 
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According dictionary the word 
Auxiliary means “one who furnishes aid.” the 
case the American Legion Auxiliary our one 
improvement that definition would “Units 
furnishing assistance those who need it.” This 
would certainly define what the Auxiliary does for 
patients, here hospitalized, well for THE 
STAR’s educational campaign. 


Last October received letter from Mrs. Ilene 
Cox, Dept. President the Auxiliary for Color- 
ado enclosing check for our equipment fund. 
Prior Christmas received $50 check from 
the Nathaniel Owen Unit Gatun, Canal 
Zone used the Christmas party and this 
past June like the Dept. Panama 
applied social service. Unit 184 Savan- 
nah, Ga., sponsoring monthly Bingo game for 
our social service fund. date they have had 
three such gatherings and have sent $121.20. 
Lincoln Square Unit Chicago, Ill. has sent 
$25 for social service and the Zachary Taylor Unit 
180 St. Matthews, Kentucky sent $10 for that 
fund. The General Custer Unit Bat- 
tle Creek, Mich. sent andthe Cumberland Unit 
Fayetteville, North Carolina sent $25 for our 
equipment fund. 

The Units Louisiana have been very active 
this year. doubt Carville kept before them 
reminders from our Mrs. (Steve) McCor- 
mick Destrehan, who serves THE 
liaison representative. Steve does much for the 
patients that can’t given publicity because its 
confidential nature. matters not Steve fel- 
low gal belongs the Legion Auxiliary 
the family needs some assistance she’s going bat 
for them. feel sure that when some people see 
her they must instantly think Carville 
patients for her pet subject. The Units the 
7th District contributed $80 the mending pro- 
ject which they sponsor, the Dept. La. sent $120 
for our educational fund, Minden Unit sent $130.00 
for our reading project and have renewed this 
pledge for the coming year. received $62 
toward our 1947 Christmas party and treats from 
the 5th District, Houma Unit and others. Mrs. 
Williams Yazoo City, Miss. contributed for 
subscriptions our choosing her recent visit 
Carville. The Lake Providence Unit sent $25 
applied our equipment fund and the last 
days the month received $100 for social ser- 
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vice from the Theodore Roosevelt Unit 391 
Houston, Texas (also invitation speak 
them next trip home). 


The Department West Virginia under Mrs. 
Alan McClain, Dept. President gave beau- 
tiful Ultratone Audio Recorder, Record Player 
and Radio combination this year. 


have had many visits from Auxiliary mem- 
bers during the year including one from this year’s 
National President, Mrs. Lee Hutton, March 
19, lots good entertainment and many wonder- 
ful letters. hope this year meet many more 
you when you find time visit us. 


And now for report subscriptions you have 
sent this year. Louisiana sent 49; Canal Zone 
21; Ohio 21; Texas 17; Colorado California 
Massachusetts and each from Connecticut, Ind- 
iana, lowa, Kentucky, Mississippi, Massachusetts, 
New Mexico, Oklahoma, Washington and West 
Virginia. 
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years after the middle twenties. and used 
talk the old times when Carville was the un- 
known and the unwanted and try express 
each other the deep tide feeling that flooded 
our hearts when another visit had been made 
another request patient had been fulfilled. 
Today, when Carville being discovered the 
world, still hear ringing ears the request 
from the back the room “PUT TOUCH 
WITH THE OUTSIDE and still feel 
that solemn moment pledge inside heart 
everything could bring the world Carville. 


Following meeting the Grand Cheminot 
Louisiana Baton Rouge September 19th the 
following group paid surprise visit local 
8ers; Joe Warner, Grand Chef Gare, Shreve- 
port; Sylvester Spengler, Cheminot National, 
Alexandria; A.W. Pender, Grand Chef Train, 
Baton Rouge; Malcolm Kaffie, Chef Gare 
137, Shreveport and Jesse Cozine, Chef 
Gare 201, Metairie. 


Place THE STAR your public library 
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ATTENTION! 


American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary, 
Disabled American Veterans, D.A.V. Auxiliary, Veterans 
Foreign Wars and V.F.W. Auxiliary and all other 
Veterans’ Organizations. 


The National Leprosy Act (H. 6653) spons- 
ored the American Federation the Phys- 
ically Handicapped, Inc., designed correct the 
major faults the U.S. leprosy management pol- 
icies. was briefly described the June issue 
THE STAR. reintroduced the next 
regular session Congress, 

adequate effort has ever previously been 
made bring this ancient disease out into the 
open where the American public can get good 
look and realize that what they have feared 
much, the mistaken belief that was very 
contagious disease, and incurable, is, reality, 
one the least communicable all communic- 
able diseases; that 50% all cases are not com- 
municable all; the balance are classed “feeb- 
ly” communicable; and that many cases, which re- 
ceive early treatment, are being arrested. 


Informed citizens have now begun face the 
fact that great wrong has 
against theinnocent sufferers from Hansen’s dis- 
ease Past and present misconceptions and 
unjustified fear concerning this illness, have been 
the direct cause grave injustices and unnecessar- 
ily humiliating discriminations being embodied 
and made part our methods for managing this 
health problem, which are applicable alike our 
veteran and non-veteran patients. When viewed 
the light plain and well established facts, 
these injustices and discriminations are shown 
ugly blots upon the reputation the Nation 
for even-handed justice and fair dealing. 


Some opposition the above mentioned 
lation expected when the bill again presented 
the Congress. this account necessary 
that locate all friends our American leprosy 
sufferers, who will support their improvement ob- 


jectives and their justified desires for equal treat- 
ment before the law, helping obtain the en- 
actment this measure. 

behalf all our veteran and non-veteran 


leprosy patients, requested that you favor 
with reply your early convenience, indicating 
whether not you approve this legislation, and 
you will aid seeking support for it, among 
fraternal and other health-conscious organizations 
with which you are connected, when again 
introduced. 
Rarey, Col., U.S.A. Ret. 
National Vice President 
American Federation the 
Fhysically Handicapped 
Member: American Legion 
Member: National Society 
Army the Phi- 
lippines 
Reprints 6653 may had writing Col 


Rarey; the Patients’ Federation, THE 
STAR, Carville, Louisiana. 


Col. Rarey was Washington recently 
where discussed The National Leprosy Act 
(H.R. 6653) and matters pertaining before the 
delegates the Bi-ennial Convention the A.F. 
P.H. August 22. 


Col. Rarey reports that his talk was unusually 
well received and much interest stimulated, not only 
among the delegates but also among Members 
Congress and civic and labor leaders. Several 
members the House Representatives volun- 
tarily offered support H.R.6653andthe C.LO. ac- 
cording the News which goes 6,000,000 
readers, has officially endorsed The National Lep- 
rosy Act. 

Mrs. Gertrude Hornbostel the president our 
local lodge the A.F.P.H. This national orga- 
nization headed Paul Strachan. addition 
H.R. 6653, A.F.P.H. sponsoring number 
bills “demanding action behalf disabled citi- 


zens and square deal for the handicapped.” 


OVER THE 
good cheer have proved such inspiration. 
Now that the Forty and Eight has provided 
high speed press that eliminates the tedious task 
press feeding, drive for 20,000 subcribers for 
public libraries, public schools, hospitals, nursing 
homes, doctors’ offices, and Legion homes 


continued from page 


order. 


Let’s have more Starlings, and Sheppards, send- 
ing subscriptions. Let’s give citations posts, 
voitures and units for contributions THE STAR 
and patients’ welfare. Let’s make Carville the 
most outstanding activity for those us, who but 
for the grace God, might one them. 
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Further Facts 


Despite the fact that among the many leprosaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious and 
lay have been daily association with the patients, the in- 
cidence infection very small. some these cases reas- conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
onable doubt existed whether the individual acquired intimate contact with patients for over years without 
the infection the leprosarium. This especially true when contracting the disease. 


the much publicized case Father Damien his biograph- 
ers assert that good father never took any precautions 
against infection but lived continuously under unhygienic 


where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
known have existed the family. During its years his the germ which causes the disease. 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities closely resembles the germ which 
have been employed the Carville Leprosarium plumbers, tubercle bacillus. single organisms 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- distinguish between 
cians, etc., with but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 
rem eases New York State and patients that State are subject 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the restrictions down, go). 
most endemic section the most endemic state the Union 


* * * * 
and one would expect more cases develop sheer coin- 


cidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 
record? 


man woman may remain perfect physical health for 
years after contracting disease. Half the patients now 
Carville could sit unnoted any social gathering. 


* * 


The condition which should officially known disease some other scientifically accurate and descriptive 
name called “leprosy” because erroneous translation the Bible. The Greek word had been used the 
writings attributed Hippocrates refer vague group scaly conditions the skin regarded having serious im- 
portance. The translators the Hebrew Testament into Alexandrian Greek (the Septuagint) about 100 B.C. used the 
word lepra their effort find Greek equivalent for “Zaraath.” The writers the New Testament followed the example 


the Greek Septuagint. The confusion between the Biblical and modern use the word “leprosy” cause suffering 
thousands people throughout the world. 


Even superficial reading the thirteenth Leviticus sufficient convince any physician that the six seven 
conditions which are defined under the Hebrew word “Zaraath” had nothing common with what called “leprosy” today. 
The repeated expression throughout the Old ‘Testament, leprous snow, may applied vitiligo psoriasis but 
could never any acrobatics the imagination applied toinfection with Hansen’s bacillus. 


The most characteristic features infection with Hansen’s bacillus (such nerve involvement with loss sensation 
the extremities) are mentioned. The description leprosy garments and leprosy houses should conclusive 
proof that “Zaraath” not the name disease and certainly not the disease that call leprosy. 


The clue the significance this condition among the ancient Hebrews found the which 
leprosy described being affliction which the result Divine displeasure (as the case Miriam) being 


sign Divine power (as the case Moses) being miraculously cured bathing the Jordan (as the case 


The word leprosy quite obviously was applied not disease the skin but mark blemish which rendered the 
person ritualistically unclean. 


One important feature leprosy described the New Testament confirms the view that was thought essentially 
mark taboo. Other diseases the New Testament are described being “healed” however, des- 
cribed being “cleansed.” 


When this simple, and believe, true explanation Biblical leprosy understood and accepted, great step will 
taken toward the elimination the irrational leprophobia today. 

Dr. Lendrum, Assistant Professor Medicine, University Illinois, College Medicine, Chicago; Dr. Everest 
McEwen, Rush Medical College, Chicago; The Jewish Encylopedia, Vol. VIII; and other authoritative sources. 
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